Maine Energy Recovery Company is a waste-to-energy facility, firing refuse-derived fuel (RDF) in two B&W boilers to produce steam which is used to generate 22MW of electricity. As part of its on-going effort to study odor generation and enhance their odor control system, Maine Energy discovered that a greater quantity of volatile organic compounds (VOC) are generated by the waste itself than had previously been estimated.
Introduction
Maine Energy Recovery Company is a waste-to-energy facility located in Biddeford, Maine, approximately 30 minutes south of Portland, and 1.5 hours north of Boston, MA. Maine Energy receives 1100-1500 tons of municipal solid waste (MSW) per day, which it processes through several steps to produce refuse-derived fuel (RDF). The RDF is used to fire two B& W boilers, which produce steam to drive a 22 MW 91 turbine/generator. The facility employs 85 people, and operates 365 days a year.
The facility was opened in 1987, and is located in the heart of downtown Biddeford, in a densely populated and developed area.
While the immediate neighbors are mostly commercial and industrial properties, high-density residential areas are only a short walk away.
